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them good-humoured, cleanly, active, diligent and mannerly, and the like; it will make them faithful and honest, that is inseparable, but there is many a good Christian that makes a bad servant.
Aunt. But I know some of them expect we should bear with all the rest, for what they call religious.
Fir. Niece. And perhaps are not so at bottom neither.
Aunt. Nay, that sort of them are generally otherwise, and put on an appearance of religion only to disguise themselves the more dexterously, and these are the religious servants that I am aptest to be deceived by ; but there are some of the other too.
Sec. Niece. 'Tis one of the worst parts of a hypocrite, I think, when they study to cover a vicious life with the mask of religion.
Aunt. But I think too, that it is soonest discovered.
Sec. Niece. It may indeed be sooner discovered than other disguises, because the levity is apt to break out at proper intervals, in spite of the utmost caution: but the mischief is often done first, when the discovery is too late to prevent it; and therefore, upon the whole, there is a great risk in taking servants, that we are not very well assured of, one way or other.
Fir. Niece. But I hope you do not argue for being indifferent in the case.
Sec. Niece. No, no, very far from it; but I own, 'tis a critical case.
Fir. Niece. Let it be as critical as it will, 'tis absolutely necessary to be taken care of, if we will have religious servants. 'Tis a sad thing to have the master and mistress praying in one part of the house, and the men and maids swearing or railing, or laughing or jeering, in, another part of it. Next